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CHAPTER 138:01

PRIVATESECURITY AND INVESTIGATION
SERVICES (CONTROL)

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

PART |
Preliminary
1. Short title.
2. | nterpretation.
3. Application of theAct.
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Licensing Requirements

4, Prohibition against providing security services, etc. without alicence.

5. Applicationfor alicence.

6. Criteriafor licensng.

7. Form, duration and conditionsof licence.
8. Suspensionor cancellation of licence.

9. Appeds.

10.  Surrender of licence on closing down of business.
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11. Employer to ensurethat employeeislicensed.
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15. Grant of firearm licencesto security companies.
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CHAPTER 138:01
PRIVATE SECURITY AND INVESTIGATION 37 of 2002.

SERVICES (CONTROL)

[ 13th September, 2002.]

PART |
Preiminary

1. ThisAct may becited asthePrivate Security and Investigation Services ~ Short title.
(Contral) Act.

2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires: Interpretation.

“Commissioner” meansthe Commissioner of Police and includesany person
actingon hisauthority;

“company” includesafirm, astatutory body, and any body of persons, corporate
or unincorporate;

“licence’” meansalicencegranted under thisAct;
“licenceholder” or “licensee’” meanstheholder of alicenceunder thisAct;
“Minister” meansthe Minister respong blefor policeand security matters,

“privateinvestigator” meansaperson carrying out investigationsfor private
clientsonafredancebasis,
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“Regulations’ meansregulationsmadeunder thisAct;

“security company” meansacompany, firmor other person or entity who
engagesinthebus nessof providing privateinvestigation or security services,

“security guard” meansaperson, whofor hireor reward, guardsor patrolsfor
the purposes of protecting personsor property.

Application of 3. ThisAct shal not apply to-
the Act.
@ atorneys-at-law inthe practiceof their profession,
or totheir employeeswhileacting intheusual and
regular scopeof their employment;

(b) personswho search for and furnishinformation-
0] astothefinancia credit rating of persons,

(i)  to employers as to the qualifications and
suitability of their employeesor prospective
employees

(iif) as to the qualification and suitability of
applicantsfor insurance and indemnity bonds
and who do not otherwise act as private
investigators,

(© the Belize Police Department or any person acting
under theauthority of any Act;

(d) insurance adjusters and their employeeswhileacting
intheusua and regular scopeof their employment;

(e insurance companieslawfully carryingonbusinessin
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Belize and their employeeswhile acting in the usual
and regular scope of their employment;

() awatchmanwho isnot employed by acompany;

(o)) unarmed invigilatorsemployed in shopsand business
establishmentsto overseecustomers,

(h) casua security guardswhose employment islessthan
two daysat atime and who do not carry firearms; or

0] any other classof personsexcepted by the Regulations.

PART II

Licensing Requirements

4, (@) No person shall - Prohibition
against
(@) engage in the business of providing private Fs’ég‘d'rﬂ' ng
investigation or security services,; or oy (my o,
without a
(b) act asaprivateinvestigator or asecurity guard, licence.
unlessheisalicenceholder under thisAct.
2 No person shall hold himself out as acting as a private
investigator or asecurity guard or asbeing engaged in thebusinessof providing
privateinvestigation or security servicesunlessheislicensed under thisAct.
3 Every personwho, a thecommencement of thisAct, isengaged
inthebus nessof providing privateinvestigation or security services, orwhois
acting asaprivateinvestigator or asecurity guard, shal, if heor itintendsto
continueto do so, apply to the Commissioner for alicencewithin onemonth of
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such commencement, and shall, if thelicenceisrefused, forthwith ceaseto
continueinsuchwork or business.

4 Any personwho contravenessubsections (1), (2) or (3) above
commitsan offence and shall beliable on summary convictionto afinenot
exceeding fivethousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding
twelvemonthsor to both such fineand imprisonment.

5) Wherean offenceunder thissectioniscommitted by asecurity
company andisproved to havebeen committed with the consent or connivance
of any director, chief executive officer, manager, secretary or other similar
officer or servant of the security company, such director, chief executive officer,
manager, secretary or other smilar officer or servant shall bedeemed to have
committed the offence under this section and shall beliableto be proceeded
against and punished accordingly, in addition to or together with the security

company.

Application for 5. An application for alicence under this Act shall be made to the
alicence. Commissioner in such form and accompanied by such feeand documentsas
may be prescribed by regulationsmade under thisAct.

Criteriafor 6. (1) Subject to subsections(2) and (3) below, the Minister may
licensing. by regulationsdeterminethe criteriafor digibility for alicenceunder thisAct.

2 No licence shall begranted to any personwho -
@ isunder the age of 18 years;, or

(b) has been convicted in a court of law (whether in
Belizeor e sawhere) withinfiveyearsimmediately
preceding thedate of hisapplication, of any offence
involvingviolenceor dishonesty; or

(© isknown to be of bad character; or
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(d) isnot sufficiently trainedintheuse of firearms; or

(e is otherwise for good cause not a fit and proper
person.

3 Nolicenceshall begranted to asecurity company unlesssuch
company -

€)] producessatisfactory evidencedf itsfinancid viability;

(b) has obtained or undertakes to obtain adequate
insurance cover inrespect of itsemployeesand day-
to-day operations; and

(© has instituted a system for the proper training of
security guardsemployed by itintheuseof firearms
and other weapons and equipment.

7. @ A licencegranted under thisAct shall bein suchformasmay
be prescribed by Regulations.

2 Every licenceissued under thisAct shall expireonthe 31% day
next following but may be renewed on payment of the prescribed fee. Inthe
case of renewal, it shall not be necessary to submit anew application for a
licence.

3 The Commissioner may attachto alicence granted under this

Act such conditionsashe may think fit.

8. TheCommissioner may, after giving thelicensee an opportunity to be
heard, suspend or cancel alicencewhere-

@ thelicenseeisconvicted of an offenceunder thisAct
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or any regulationsmade thereunder;

(b) thelicenseeis convicted of an offence under the
Crimina Codeor of an offenceof which violenceor
dishonesty isan element; or

(© thelicenseeisin breach of acondition of thelicence.

Appeals. 9. (@D} Any person dissatisfied with adecis on of the Commissioner,
whereby therenewa of alicencepreviousy held by him during the preceding
annud licenceperiodisrefused, or isgranted subject to conditionsnot imposed
onthepreviouslicence, may within twenty-one daysof receipt of notification
of thedecision, by noticeinwriting, appedl to the Supreme Court against such
decision.

2 The Commissioner shall upontherequest of the personwho
isappealing under this section give written reasonsfor the decision appealed

againg.
Surrender of 10. (1)  Every security company whichislicensedto engageinthe
:;I‘(’)?ge ggwn businessof providing privateinvestigation or security servicesshall,immediatdy
of busgness. upon closing down its business, surrender and forward its licence to the
Commissoner.

2 Any personwho, without reasonableexcuse, failsto forward
alicenceto the Commissioner as soon asreasonably practicable after heis
required to do so under thissection, commitsan offenceand shdl beliableon
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or to
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding six months, or bothto such fineand
imprisonment.

Employer to 11. () No security company or other person engaged inthebusiness
e”SUIre that of providing privateinvestigation or security servicesshall employ asaprivate
ﬁ':é’ngde? 'S investigator or asecurity guard apersonwhoisnot alicence holder.
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2 Any person who contravenes subsection (1), commits an
offenceand shall beliableon summary convictionto afinenot exceeding two
thousand dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding twelve monthsor
to both such fineand imprisonment.

12. @ No person shall engageinthebusinessof providing private  Nameof
investigation or security servicesinanameother thanthatinwhichthat person ~ business.
islicensed.

2 Any personwho contravenessubsection (1) commitsan offence
and shdl beliableon summary convictionto afinenot exceeding onethousand
dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding six monthsor to both such
fineandimprisonment.

13. () Every privateinvestigator shall whileinvestigating, cary onhis -~ Means of
person hislicence and shall produceit for inspection at the request of any ~ identification.
policeofficer or other person authorised by the Commissioner.

2 Every security guard shall wear abadge of adesign, andinthe
manner, prescribed in the Regul ationswhileacting asasecurity guard.

3 Every security guard whileon duty shall carry onhisperson his
licenceand shal produceit for ingpection at therequest of any policeofficer or
other person authorised by the Commissioner.

4 Any privateinvestigator or security guard who contravenesthis
section commitsan offenceand shal beliable on summary convictiontoafine
not exceeding five hundred dollarsor to aterm of imprisonment not exceeding
onemonth or to both such fineand imprisonment.

14. @ TheCommissoner may, by noticeinwriting, requireany licensee  Supply of
tofurnishto him, withinthetimespecifiedinthenotice, suchinformation, being ~ information.
relevant to the discharge by the Commissioner of hisfunctionsunder thisAct.
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2 Any personwhofailsto comply withanoticeunder thissection
commitsan offence and shall beliable on summary convictionto afinenot
exceeding five hundred dollars or to aterm of imprisonment not exceeding
onemonth or to both such fineand imprisonment.

PART IlI
Control of Firearms

Grantoffiream 15, (1)  Whereasecurity company has been granted alicence under
"Cenc_? to thisAct, it may apply to the Commissioner for afirearm licence under the
secunty FirearmsAct for such number and category of firearmsand ammunition asit

companies. . . .
CAP. 143, may reasonably requireto carry out itsoperations.

2 It shall belawful for the Commissioner toissueonefirearm
licenceto asecurity company to cover all firearmsand ammunitionwhichthe
Commissioner may approvefor the reasonable use of such company.

3 A security company shdl beresponsiblefor theproper custody
and safekeeping of firearmsand ammunitionfor whichitislicensed,

4 Every security company to whom afirearmlicencehasbeen
granted shal forward to the Commissioner alist of security guardsemployed
by ittowhomitintendstoissuethelicensed firearms. Any changeinsuchlist
ghall beimmediatdly notified tothe Commissioner.

) A security company shall issuethelicensed firearmsonly to
such security guardsemployed by it whose nameshavebeen previoudy notified
to the Commissioner and who are certified by the Commissioner asfit and
proper personsfor handling afirearm.
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(6) A security company shall, on every occasionwhenitissuesa
firearmto asecurity guard, keep afull record of the number and type of the
firearm soissued, and shall produce such recordto apoliceofficer if sorequired.

) A security company shall ensurethat thefirearmsareissued to
itssecurity guardssolely for thelawful exerciseof their functions, and shdl be
ligblefor any improper or unauthourised useof any firearm by any of itssecurity
guards.

8 Every security company shall be responsible for imparting
suitabletraining to the security guardsemployed by itintheuseof fireermsand
shall at all times abide by the Code of Conduct and other regulations and
instructionsissued by theCommissioner.

9 Notwithstanding section 3 of the Firearms Act but subjectto  CAP.143.
theprovisionsof thissection, it shal belawful for asecurity guard -

@ whoislicensed under thisAct; and

(b) who isemployed asasecurity guard by asecurity
company; and

(© whose name appearson thelist of security guards
sent to the Commissioner under subsection (4) above
andwhoiscertified by theCommissioner asbeinga
fitand proper personfor handling afirearm,

touseany of thefirearmsor ammunitionfor which the security company with
whomheisemployedislicensed under theFirearmsAct, for thelawful exercise  CAP. 143.
of hisdutiesasasecurity guard.

(10)  Every security company or security guard who contravenes the
provisionsof thissection shall beguilty of an offenceand liable on summary
conviction to afine not exceeding fivethousand dollarsor to imprisonment for
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aterm not exceeding two years, or to both such fineand imprisonment, and, in
addition, thelicence of such company or security guard may berevoked.

PART IV

General

Generd 16. (1)  Every personwho-

offences.

(@

(b)

(©

(d)

knowingly furnishes false information in any
application under this Act or in any statement
required to be furnished under this Act or the
Regulations,; or

being alicenseefailsto comply with any condition
of hislicence; or

failsto keep any booksor records or furnish any
information or return requiredto bekept or furnished
under thisAct or the Regul ations; or

assaults, resistsor obstructs, or aidsor incitesany
personto assault, resist or obstruct, asecurity guard
whileintheexecution of hisduty,

commitsan offenceand, unlessthe punishment for such offenceisspecificaly
provided, shall beliable on summary convictionto afine not exceeding one
thousand dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding six monthsor to
both such fineandimprisonment.

2 Any personwhowithintent to decel veor impersonateaprivate
investigator or asecurity guard, makesany statement or doesany act calculated
fasaly to suggest that heisaprivateinvestigator or asecurity guard, commits
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an offenceand shall beliable on summary convictionto afine not exceeding
twothousand dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding twel vemonths,
or to both such fineand imprisonment.

17. A certificate of the Commissioner -

@ that a person was or was not at any date alicence
holder;

(b) astothe conditionssubject towhichany licencewas
issued,

(© that any document required to beforwarded to the
Commissioner under thisAct has or has not been
forwarded, and if forwarded, the date uponwhichit
wasreceived,

shdl besufficient evidence of thefact until the contrary isproved.

18. (1) TheMinister may, after consultation with the Commissioner,
makeregulationsfor the better carrying out of the provisionsof thisAct and for
prescribing anything that needsto be prescribed.

2 Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, such
Regulationsmay prescribe—

€)] the criteriaand training requirementsfor obtaining a
licenceunder thisAct;

(b) theform of applicationfor alicence;
(© the documentsto accompany an application;

(d) theform of licence;
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(e the fees to be charged for a licence or renewal
thereof.

3 Subject to any regul ations made by the Minister under this
section, the Commissioner may issueinstructionsand guidelinesto security
companiesfor theproper useand custody of firearmsand thetraining of security
guards.

Commencement. 19, ThisAct shall comeinto force on aday to beappointed by theMinister by
order published inthe Gazette.
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